
 

We’re all 
in this    

together!  

Vaccinations are still available if any employees are interested, 
you can sign up through the Fillmore County Website or con-
tact Jessica Erickson, Director of Nursing for Public Health; 

jerickson@co.fillmore.mn.us 

The best places to travel right now in the U.S. 
The "best" destination to travel after Covid-19 is a personal choice. That's because where you go          
depends on where you live and your interests.  

This summer, an overwhelming majority of vacation trips will take place by car or RV. People              
remain concerned about their safety even though the pandemic appears to be fading. That means 
they're choosing places that are close and allow for plenty of social distancing. 

In coming up with my suggestion of the best places to travel right now in the U.S., I reviewed lists    
compiled by companies that should know. For example, Allianz Travel publishes a reliable list of 
the most popular domestic and international locations. But as I reviewed their favorite places, I realized 
that a list tells only half the story. It isn't where you go that matters, but what the destination repre-
sents. 

For example, if you wanted a theme park experience, I might recommend Orlando's attractions —     
specifically  Walt Disney World. It's been super-careful with protecting guests visiting its parks and  ho-
tels, with temperature checks and outdoor mask requirements. (It dropped both this month after updat-
ed CDC guidance.) It is the iconic theme park experience. If you can wait until after Labor Day, the 
crowds will thin and prices will drop. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

JULY  202 1  

S eptember  202 1  
Sun Mon Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

July 2021 
 July 2 – Payroll Check Date 

 July 5 – Fourth of July Observed– All County Offices Closed 

 July 6 – Commissioners Meeting 

 July 16 – Payroll Check Date 

 July 13 – Commissioners Meeting 

 July 30 – Payroll Check Date 

August  202 1  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

       

August 2021 
 August 3 – Commissioners Meeting 

 August 13 – Payroll Check Date 

 August 24 – Commissioners Meeting 

 August 27 – Payroll Check Date 

September 2021 
 September 6 – Labor Day– All County Offices Closed 

 September 7– Commissioners Meeting 

 September 10 – Payroll Check Date 

 September 14 – Commissioners Meeting 

 September 22 – First Day of Autumn 

 September 24 – Payroll Check Date 

 September 28– Commissioners Meeting 
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Wellness & Activities News 

Ongoing sponsored event:  

 I hope everyone has had an awesome summer so far! I don’t have anything to share as of right now 
for Wellness activities so I am taking any and all suggestions. Please bear with me as I return from 
my maternity leave. I am excited to get back into Wellness! I have noticed many new faces so I am 
looking forward to getting to know everybody in the upcoming events!  

 Monthly TED Talks: Staff are encouraged to log into www.TED.com and watch two (2) brief videos to 
earn 1 wellness point for each month. There are a number of interesting topics to appeal to everyone! 

Stay tuned to your email for Wellness & Activities events as they are added! 
 

 

 
If  you work for/with Fillmore County I am almost positive that you have heard the phrase “Just 
Ducky” or “I live to serve”.  Those phrases have always came from the one and only Kristina 
Kohn, better known as KK.  KK is one of  a kind and will be missed here at Fillmore County as 
she ventures off  to Mower County as the Human Resources Director.  Thank you KK for all of  
your time and dedication to Fillmore County.  Your loyalty and character will be truly 
missed.  We wish you the best in Mower County, don’t be afraid to remind them how we do 

things in Fillmore County!  

Bobbie Hillery 
Fillmore County Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bobbie Hillery, Administrator will be cel-
ebrating her 29th Birthday on July 1st  

Happy Birthday Bobbie! If you see her 
be sure to wish her a Happy Birthday!  



 

 

FOURTH OF JULY– INDEPENDENCE DAY 
 
 
 
 

The Fourth of July—also known as Independence Day or July 4th—has been a federal 
holiday in the United States since 1941, but the tradition of Independence Day celebra-
tions goes back to the 18th century and the American Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776, 
the Continental Congress voted in favor of independence, and two days later delegates 
from the 13 colonies adopted the Declaration of Independence, a historic document 
drafted by Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 to the present day, July 4th has been celebrat-
ed as the birth of American independence, with festivities ranging from fireworks, pa-
rades and concerts to more casual family gatherings and barbecues. The Fourth of July 
2021 is on Sunday, July 4, 2021; the federal holiday will be observed on Monday, July 5, 
2021.  
 

Your summer survival kit– tips, tricks & hacks to maximize 
your summer fun! 

Critter & itch control– How to make homemade bug repellent 

All homemade insect repellent sprays have three basic ingredients: water, the oil 
or blend of oils of your choice, and a carrier to dilute the oil. A common rule of 
thumb is to make sure that your mixture is 10% essential oil, with the rest being 
a half-and-half mixture of water and the carrying 
agent. 

Here’s a basic recipe: 
• 4½ ounces of water 
• 4½ ounces carrier 
• 1-ounce essential oil 

Mix the three ingredients in a spray bottle and shake before using. 
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Top 5 Easiest Vegetables to Grow 
1. Lettuce 

Grows quickly, can be planted early in the season, and often produces a harvest soon af-
ter planted. Extreme heat can slow, or even kill the plant as the season progresses. Let-
tuce prefers full sun.  

2. Cherry Tomatoes 
Great for containers or gardens, these plants grow well from seedlings and produce 
many delicious tomatoes throughout the season. Plant in full sun and use stakes to keep 
stalks from falling over.  

3. Radishes 
Sow spring varieties directly in the garden 4—6 weeks before the last expected frost. 
Best when planted from seeds. Begin pulling spring radishes as soon as they’re large 
enough to use. Don’t let them get too big or they won’t taste good. They grow quickly 
and easily in a sunny spot.  

4. Green Beans 
Easy and fast-growing green beans are a tasty addition to any garden. They grow well 
from seeds. Read the directions on the packet and plant accordingly. They need at least 
six hours of sunlight and prefer to germinate in warm soil. Harvest when 4—6 inches 
long.  

5. Cucumbers 
Best to plant from seedlings and after temperatures have warmed sufficiently. They 
need a good amount of space (if planting on a patio, plant against a wall and stake or 
trellis the plants). Cucumbers also need a lot of sunshine and warmth. Harvest when 
they are a good size (size you’d find in the supermarket). Before harvesting make sure 
you know if you are growing pickling cucumbers (much smaller) or the regular-sized va-
riety.  
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Easy Chipotle BBQ Ribs 
Yield: 6 servings 
 

What You Need! 
 
3 lb. pork baby back ribs, cut into 2– rib portions 
1/2 cup Bull’s eye original BBQ sauce 
4-1/2 tsp. orange marmalade 
4-1/2 tsp. chopped canned chipotle peppers in adobe sauce 
 

Let’s Make It! 
1. Place ribs in Dutch oven or stockpot. Add enough cold water to 

completely cover robs; cover with lid. Bring to boil; simmer on 
medium– low heat 20 min. Meanwhile, mix remaining ingredi-
ents until blended. 

2. Heat grill to medium heat. Drain ribs’ place on grill grate. Grill 
10 min. or until done, turning occa-
sionally and brushing generously 
with barbeque sauce mixture. 
 
 

Grilled Ratatouille Foil Packet 
Yield: 8 servings 

 
What You Need! 

1 eggplant (1lb.), cut into 1– inch pieces 
2 tomatoes, chopped 
1 each yellow squash and zucchini, cut lengthwise in half, then 
sliced crosswise 
1 each green and red pepper, chopped 
1 onion, chopped 
4 cloves garlic, minced 
1/2 cup KRAFT lite zesty Italian dressing 
2/3 cup KRAFT shredded parmesan cheese 
1/2 cup tightly packed fresh basil, coarsely chopped 
 

Let’s Make It! 
1. Heat grill to low heat 

2. Combine vegetables, garlic and 1/4 cup dressing; spoon onto 
large sheet of heavy-duty foil. Fold to make packet. Grill 45 
min. or until vegetables are tender. 

3. Cut slits in foil to release 
steam before opening 
packet; drain vegetables 
in strainer. 

4. Place vegetables in a 
large bowl. Add cheese, 
basil and remaining 

Classic Cobb Wraps 
Yield: 4 servings 
 

What You Need! 
1/4 cup KRAFT lite ranch dressing 
1/2 cup KRAFT 2% milk shredded Colby & Monterey jack chees-
es 
4 tortillas (8 inch)  
4 romaine lettuce leaves 
4-1/2 oz. Oscar Mayer deli fresh oven roasted turkey breast 
4 slices cooked Oscar Mayer bacon 
1 tomato, cut into thin slices 
1 avocado, cut into thin slices 
 

Let’s Make It! 
1. Combine dressing and cheese; spread onto tortillas 
2. Top with remaining ingredients; roll up tightly 
 
 
 
 
 

Mojito Lemon– Lime Cocktail 
Yield: 8 servings 
 

What You Need! 
 

1 pkt. (makes 2 qt. drink) or 2 pkt. (makes 1 qt. drink each) crystal 
light lemonade flavor drink mix 
2– 1/2 cups cold water 
1/2 cup rum 
3 cups cold club soda 
6 fresh mint sprigs 
1 lime, cut into 6 slices 
 

Let’s Make It! 
1. Stir drink mix, water and 

rum in 2 qt. plastic or glass 
pitcher until mix is dissolved 

2. Add club soda and mint; stir 
3. Serve over ice cubes in tall glasses. Garnish with lime slices. 
 

Non– Alcoholic Variation 
Prepare as directed, omitting the rum, increasing the water to 3 cups 
and adding a few drops of rum extract. 
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Welcome to Fillmore County! 
Brooke Harmening, Accounting Technician 
Stephanie Mensink, Social Worker 
Brittney Dahl, Eligibility Worker 
 
 

Congratulations on your new position! 
Jeff Quam has left his role as Head Mechanic to 
take on the role of Shop Foreman with the Highway 
Department.  

Fillmore County Baby News! 
Tara Kraling, Accounting Tech and her husband Justin welcomed their 2nd 
baby girl on April 7th, 2021. Elena Grace weighed 5 lbs. 6 oz. and was 18 inch-
es long. 

Bailey Peterson, Paralegal is expecting their 2nd child come January 2022! 

Karla Franzen, Social Services is excited to announce the birth of twin grand-
daughters born on June 14th, 2021. Parents Nicole and Cory Tammel intro-
duced Brielle Kate and Kyra Marie. Brielle Kate weighed 5lbs 7 oz. and Kyra 
Marie weighed 6lbs 6 oz. 

 Everyone is doing well! 

Bjorn, Bailey’s son 
just waiting on his 
fishing buddy due 

January 2022! 



Congratulations on your Retirement 
 
Randy Brevig, Sanitation, retired April 2nd, 2021 
after 9 years at Fillmore County. 

     
       Best wishes to you on your next adventure! 
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Recent vacation?  
Celebrating an  

anniversary, wedding  
or birthday? 

Recent new addition  
to your family?  

We invite you to share your 
good news! 

 
Please submit  
your items to  

tkraling@co.fillmore.mn.us or 
lengle@co.fillmore.mn.us 

Goodbye & Good Luck! 
Wishing success and best wishes to our colleagues 
who have le  or will be leaving Fillmore County: 

Blake Lea, Zoning, le  Fillmore County on  
May 21st, 2021. 

Kris na Kohn will be leaving a er 10 
years with Fillmore County! We will miss 
you so much. We wish you the best on 
your new adventure! 

Amy Hershberger, Social Services, re red April 
29th, 2021   

As the (to my knowledge) first, publicly out 
member of the LGBTQIA+ community in the  
Fillmore County organization, I marked two 
milestones on my journey. On the  31st of March 
(which was also the International Transgender 
Day of Visibility), I celebrated my first  
anniversary of coming out as my true self, and 
on 15th of April I appeared before the  
Honorable Judge Opat and was granted my 
legal name change, so I am now, LEGALLY  
Jessica Paulson! I want to thank Fillmore County 
for the Positive and Supportive atmosphere it 
has provided me thus far on my personal  
journey. I’m proud to represent the LGBTQIA+ 
community for Fillmore County and don’t be 
afraid to say “Hi!” if you see me in the halls of 
the Courthouse or Office Building as I carry out 
my duties with the  
Department of Facility 
Maintenance. 
* Jessica Paulson 

Please welcome Laura N. She is a 
“new” domestic violence victim advo-
cate through the Women’s Shelter. 
She started last year during COVID 
and began working at the remote of-
fice building out by Kelly Printing. 
Recently, she moved to a closer office 
right above the Fillmore County 
Journal. We will be having an open 
house for her on Monday, June 
28th between 11:30AM and 
1:00PM. Please feel free to stop up 
sometime, 
check out the 
space, and 
meet the new 
advocate! 


